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OUR COVER 


LINDA LANCASTER, winner of MLA‘ 
first scholarship, shown with her library 
science advisor, Miss Anna Roberts, Libra- 
rian and Professor of Library Science a 
Mississippi Southern College. Story om 
page 5l. 
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An Open Letter To The Governor And The 


Members Of The State Legislature 


Dear Friends: 


Thank you. 


Those simple words take care of the sentiments with which the trustees 
and librarians throughout the State view your actions in the 1958 session 


of the Legislature. 


Under the laws which you established long ago, “It is hereby declared 
to be the policy of this State to allow and promote the establishment and 


| development of free public library service throughout this State as a part 


) of its provisions for public education.” 


At every turn of the 1958 Legislature you proved to be friendly and 


| sympathetic toward the educational needs of our State and willing to provide 


eee 


for their support. Your almost unanimous vote in favor of all the library 


| measures brought before you, and your appropriation in terms of the amount 


requested for the Library Commission, are further indications of your concern 


for and your interest in education as a lifetime process. 


We are grateful to you and promise to express that gratitude in a 
practical way by working to build a library system that will justify your 
confidence, elicit your continued support, and — most important of all — be 
beneficial to our State in its climb toward higher educational and economic 
standards. 
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; his permission.) 





People who write bocks are psycho- 
analyzing themselves right out of one of 
their best customers. Give me one more— 
just one more—book in which the characters 
are treated more like psychiatric case 
histories than like the people next door, 
and I'll switch to television. 


ee 


peererve ey 


Not that the plays on television aren't 
bad, but little 
characters in the commercials seem almost 
human, There 
phrenic among them. 


just as those cartoon 


sometimes. isn’t a_ schizo- 


ve. 


And if ever one shows up, well—there 
will be nothing left but a return to Shake- 





, speare. There was a guy who gave you 
5 psychology without shoving it down your 
) intellectual esophagus, and psychiatry with- 
» out bludgeoning you over the brain pan 
§ with it. You knew why his characters did 
; things without being told 50 times that 
their mommies hadn’t loved them when 


they were little. 
Pages of Dullness 
It wasn't so bad when the modern 
» authors confined their psychology to the 
books which were blurbed as works of great 
) social significance. You could take a look 
at the dust jacket and toss the tome back 
on the bookstore shelf, knowing that “social 
significance” meant an indiscreet mixture 
of trashy bedroom scenes, dull political 
arguments and page after page of people 
telling one another what made them tick. 
Trouble seems to have been that too 
many people shied off from that kind of 
tripe, and the authors had to go into other 
fields. So they bundled up their handbooks 
on psychiatry and moved over where they 
had no business. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL TREND RUINING BOOK TRADE 


; Ed Fitzhugh 


Editor's Note: This article appeared in the author’s “Close to Home” column 
carried by numerous newspapers several months ago. It is reprinted here with 


The other day I picked up a slambang, 
shootin’, rustlin’ western novel—my favorite 
escape literature. And what did I find under 
the jacket illustration of a man getting 
shot off his horse while holding a band 
of screaming Sioux at bay with one hand 
and rescuing a rancher’s beautiful daughter 
with the other? Psychology, that’s what! 
And psychiatry. Schizophorenia and 
megalomania and an id or two. 

Here was this tough two-fisted hero with 
all the outlaws in the country on his trail, 
and him with no other choice except to 
shoot it out with them. The boy never 
pulled 4 gun except in self defense, never 
salivated anybody who didn’t need salivat- 
ing. But that wasn’t enough for the author. 
No, sir. 

This great, hulking tiger of a hero had 
to go around, in between dodging well- 
intentioned but badly mistaken posses, re- 
calling to himself how it must have been 
a craving for his father’s admiration that 
made him turn himself into such a tough 
hombre in the first place. That went on 
for pages and pages. 

When he got through with that line of 
thinking, he started in analyzing what made 
Black Butch such a stinker. Black Butch 
was the No. | villain. It developed that he 
probably had been a sweet baby, but 
frustrated because he couldn’t understand 
algebra, or something. 


(Next Page) 
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(From Page 49) 


Whodunits Too! 

This unnerving experience with a western 
novel sent me scurrying to the detective 
stories. Know what I found? More psy- 
chology. 

Crooks weren't crooks, they were warped 
personalities. 

Good guys weren't good guys, they were 
accidents. 

And authors, may I add, weren’t authors. 
They were recording devices under a psy- 
chologist’s couch. And not a very good 
psychologist, either. 

It seems to me there is enough balder- 
dash flung around these days by semi- 
professional head doctors, more in search 
of publicity or royalty checks than of 
knowledge, without intruding it in the 
public’s fictional reading matter. 

Psychologists, the real ones, are smart 
and devoted people on the threshold of a 
new field of knowledge, but they are the 
first to tell you they're still groping. It’s 
the quacks who claim to know everything. 
And the authors. 

Anybody got a good copy of “Treasure 
Island”? 


A Time To Remember 


July 7-11—Library Workshop in Book 
Selection, Texas Technological College, 
Jo. Battle of MLC, Instructor 

July 13-19—ALA Convention, San Francisco 


August 11-15—Institute on State and Regio- 
nal Library Development, Columbia 
University 


September 1—Labor Day 

October 23-25—Southeastern Library As- 
sociation, Louisville, Kentucky 

October 30-November 1—Mississippi Library 
Association, Natchez 

November 2-8—Children’s Book Week 
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EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR GRADUATE CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARIAN IN GROWING 
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY. 
ATTRACTIVE LIBRARY, ACTIVE 
CHILDRENS PROGRAM, CLOSE 
COOPERATION WITH SCHOOLS 


VISALIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


PHOEBE M. WINKLER 
VISALIA, CALIF. 











Why Take A Book On Your Vacation? 


‘. 


2. 


You can write postcards on it, if the 
desks in the post office are crowded 
You can wrap it in a towel and use it 
as a pillow on the beach. 


. If you spread a newspaper over it, you 


can eat a lobster handily from it o 
picnics. 


. You can use it as a tray to balance 


tonic bottles, cigarettes and candy bars 
in the sand. 


. If everything else fails and it’s raining- 


you can always read it. 


Virginia E. Beck in Boston Globe 
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNER ANNOUNCED 


Barbara Cox 


Jackson Municipal Library 


Linda Lancaster, Mississippi Southern 


coed from Hattiesburg, has been named 


the first winner of the annual Mississippi 
Library Association college scholarship. 
Miss Jeanne Broach of Meridian, presi- 
dent of the state’s library group, announced 
the Hattiesburg coed’s selection for the 
$300 scholarship for library study at any 


) accredited college in the United States. 


Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. 


} Lancaster of Hattiesburg, Linda is the 
‘winner of many honors at Southern. She 


ues 


was Miss Student Printz, MSC Beauty 
Pageant, 1955-56, and among the ten top 


) best dressed girls at Southern in 1957-58. 


She served as secretary-treasurer of the 
freshman class in 1955-56. Alpha Sigma 
Alpha is her social sorority. She will serve 
as an officer for the coming year. 

Miss Lancaster’s selection was made by 
the Scholarship Committee of the Missis- 
sippi Library Association, headed by Mr. 
Dan Kelly, trustee of the Greenwood- 
Leflore Public Library. Other members of 
the committee are: Tallahatchie County 
Library Trustee Mrs. Bess Hawkins, Eliza- 
beth Jones of Grenada, and Dorothy Hayes 
of Greenwood. 
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After her graduation from Southern, Miss 
Lancaster plans to attend graduate library 
school. Speaking of her career as a librarian, 
she says: “When I have completed my 
school work, I plan to make my home here 
in Mississippi. I feel that if I work hard 
and pray a lot my dreams of seeing the 
world may someday come true.” 

Concerning this award, Miss Lancaster 
said: “You will never completely know how 
grateful I am to the Mississippi Library 
Association. I only hope and pray that I 
can become as good a librarian as some of 
the ones I know and work with.” 

President Broach of the Mississippi Libr- 
ary Association said of the scholarship 
winner: “This state’s librarians are proud to 
announce this first award winner. I am 
positive we will have every reason for con- 
tinuing pride in the school and professional 
work of Miss Lancaster.” 


All Oxford University Press juvenile titles 
are now the publishing property of Henry 
Z. Walck, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 


THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


Your Associa- 

tion’s Executive 

Board has met 

with the local 

committee in Nat- 

chez to start plan- 

ning next fall’s 

convention, and 

we believe we're 

going to have an 

interesting one. 

Jeanne Broach One thing we must 

caution you about—to allow time for a full 

afternoon for a tour of Natchez and for a 

special innovation we hope you'll like— 

more about it in a minute. We had to 

move up the opening of the convention to 

Thursday afternoon. We think you'll find 

it interesting and will make a special effort 
to be on hand from the beginning. 


As for the new feature we plan to try— 
your Board has long felt that too much of 
the work and planning of the Association 
was in the hands of the Board and the 
section and committee chairmen, but they 
could think of no solution except an in- 
terminable business meeting. In the spring, 
at the meeting with your vice-president 
(who is program chairman for the con- 
vention) and your president, the section 
chairmen came up with the answer, from 
their own desire to know more about the 


actual problems and work of the Association 


—an informal open board meeting at the 
beginning of the fall conference. At this 
meeting the Board will discuss its ideas 
and problems with all interested Associa- 
tion members. The section and committee 
chairmen can talk about what they would 
like to do; and all the membership together 
can help plan for making MLA more mean- 
ingful for all of us. 

Some of the things that have occurred 
to us as needing discussion are the functions 
and activities of the sections and the con- 
mittees . . . discrepancies in the constitution 
.. . the Association budget . . . the general 
feeling about moving the fall conference 
around . . . ways to get a more general 
membership activity. What would you like 
to talk about? Let me know—or come pre- 
pared to bring it up at the meeting. And 
do come to Natchez in time for this meet- 
ing. It can’t be successful unless we have 
a crowd. You'll be hearing more details 
about the program later. 

I do hope all of you school librarians 
are having a good vacation—I know from 
experience that the pu blic librarians are 
starting a busy summer season! 

And to all of you—do try to go to the 
ALA meeting in San Francisco. Surely 
there’s no more interesting, entertaining and 
invigorating city than San Francisco! And 
the ALA summer conference is always 4 
wonderful professional experience. 
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ASSOCIATION SECTION CHAIRMEN 


College libraries 
are well cared for 
in MLA by Mrs. 
Virginia M. Riggs 
of the Hinds 
Junior College 
Library _ staff, 
pinch-hitting __ this 
year for Mrs. 
Norma Wall, who 
has retired in favor 
of her twin sons. 

Virginia came from Tchula. She is an 
English major from Millsaps and a former 
school teacher. 

Having had a yen to be a librarian as 
long as she can remember, she left teaching 
for library school at the University of Den- 
ver. She came to Hinds as assistant librarian 
via Central High School, where she served 
as librarian for two years. 


Virginia Riggs 


Alan Skelton has 
already beer in- 
troduced to MLN 
readers by virtue 
of being an MLA 
officer. This 
charge of TNT 


asi from the Water- 
/* ways Experiment 
Station Research 


Alan Skelton Library in Vicks- 

burg not only 

chairs the Special Library Section of MLA. 

He does the same for the Louisiana Library 

Association. These in addition to being 
MLA’s treasurer. 
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School librarians 
were sorry that 
Sue Coltharp had 
to resign from the 
chairmanship of 
the School Library 
Section of MLA. 
They aren't the 
least bit disap- 
pointed though at 
having Callie 
Chism as their 


Callie Chism 


chairman. 


This teacher-librarian from Hollandale is 
sure to be as effective in MLA as she was 
in MEA’s school library program. 


A graduate of Blue Mountain College, 
Callie Chism also doubles as a camp 
ccunselor when she is not “teacher- 
librarianing.” 


Celia B. Wiygul 
(Mrs. Erskine H. 
Wiygul) promotes 
the public library 
cause in the As- 
sociation. 

She is a native 
of Alabama and a 
graduate of the 
University of Ala- 
bama. She now 
lives in Hernando. 

Celia Wiygul is at present Reference 
librarian and Order Librarian for the First 
Regional Library in Hernando. Public 
librarians can look forward to a strong pro- 
gram at the MLA Convention. 


Celia Wiygul 
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Membership Of The Mississippi Library Association 
By Counties 





As of June 16, 1958 


(This is a study made by Alan Skelton, Librarian of the U. S. Army Engineer Experi. 
ment Station Research Library and Treasurer of the Association. The total membership 
for 1958 thus far is 483, a gain of 132 over 1957.) 


Adams 

Anderson, Mrs. Irving 

Chamberlain, Miss Clara 

Drane, Mrs..H. B. 

Dupre, Mrs. Mafie J. 

Ezell, Mr. J. B. 

Gralow, Miss Elenora 

Greer, Mr. S. J. 

Jefferson Military College 

Sister Scholastica 

Thomas, Mr. Louis O. V. 

Ward, Miss Mary Stell 
Alcorn 

Corinth High School Library 

Galyean, Miss Bettie 

Galyean, Miss Lilly May 

Jones, Mr. Jameson C. 

Richardson, Mrs. Augusta B. 

Russell, Mr. H. O. 

Sowell, Miss Joyce 

Walker, Mrs. James N. 

Warriner, Dr. R. B., Jr. 
Amite 

Wilson, Mrs. Dorothy A. (Carl S.) 
Attala 

Allen, Mrs. Percy 

Boyd, Mrs. B. B. 

Cox, Miss Bernice 

Jones, Mrs. Mary Storer 

Richerson, Mrs. W. Robert 
Bentor 

Coltharp, Miss Sue 
Bolivar 

Bizzell, Miss Ora 

Brister, Miss Mabel 

Dakin, Miss Elizabeth 

Harkins, Miss Eleanor 

Roberts Memorial Library 

Shaw High School Library 

Smith, Mrs. Esco 


Calhoun 
Willis,“ Mrs. James R. 
Carroll 
None 
Chickasaw 
Adams, Mrs. E. L. 
Ford, Miss Orrin 
Houstor Carnegie Library 
Choctaw 
Boyce, Mrs. Edward G. 
Gage, Mrs. Roberta 
Greer, Mrs. W. H. 
Guthrie, Miss Gretchen 
Harriette Person Memorial Library 
Clarke 
None 
Clay 
Cochran, Mrs. E. C. 
Ivy, Miss Alma Earle 
Miller, Miss Lucile 
McClellan, Mr. Thompson 
Tombigbee Regional Library 
Coahoma 
Aderholdt, Mrs. Tom, Jr. 
Bouldin, Mr. Marshall 
Bramlett, Mr. Graham 
Carnegie Public Library 
Crisler, Mrs. Halle Moore 
Friedman, Mrs. Max 
Gilliland, Mrs. F. E. 
Graves, Mrs. Marguerite 
Hatchett, Miss Mary Alice 
Holcomb, Mr. Pat D. 
Jenkins, Miss Anona 
Lanham, Mrs. Mary 
Maynard, Mr. George F. 
Murphree, Mrs. Tom 
Payne, Mr. James 
Russell, Mrs. Alcorn 
Trevilion, Mrs. Louise 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS 





nT S| Sle 


_ 
Ss 


-_hinm Or oh te ee ee 6 oe eee Oe 


Ju 






E xpen- 
bership 


NEWS 











Copiah 


Boudousquie, Mrs. C. G. 
Copiah County Library 
Davis, Mrs. Elsie Ruth 
Decell, Mrs. J. Frank 
Izard, Mr. E. Ray 
Miller, Mrs. Mary Ella 
Oswalt, Mrs. Frank 
Rush, Mrs. T. V. 
Williams, Mrs. J. H. 
Wilson, Mrs. Charles 
Wise, Miss Elisabeth 
Covington 
Gentry, Mrs. R. E. L. 
DeSoto 
Carruth, Miss Alberta 
First Regional Library 
Howard, Mrs. Percy 
Hudson, Mrs. E. Norvell 
Hudspeth, Mr. J. W. 
Langston, Mrs. Vernon C. 


Olive Branch High School Library 


Wiygul, Mrs. Celia B. (Erskine) 
Forrest 

Bethea, Miss Glida 

Flynt, Miss Madeline 

Hudson, Miss Ena Kay 

Kelly, Mrs. Fannie S. 

Magee, Mrs. Mary Jo 

McCain, Dr. William D. 

McCluer, Miss Annette 

Riley, Miss Anna M. 

Smith, Mrs. Maude (Mrs. G. C.) 

Sorrels, Miss Alfrieda 

Vardaman, Miss Elizabeth 
Franklin 

Jones, Mrs. L. L. 
George 

Agricola Attendance Center 

Fike, Mrs. Bessie Mae 

Wood, Mrs. Williamson 


Greene 


Green, Mrs. Myrtis C. 


Grenada 


Burkley, Mrs. Roberta J. 
Carothers, Mr. A. M. 
Grenada City School Library 
Hathorn, Mr. J. C. 

Jones, Miss Elizabeth 

Meek, Mrs. Louise B. 

Noble, Mrs. L. E. 

Rundle, Mrs. John 


JUNE, 1958 


Hancock 
Crawford, Miss Louise A. 
Kimbrell, Mrs. S. Paul 
Robert, Mrs. James 


Wilson, Mrs. Katherine 


Harrison 
Sister M. Annunciata 
Bloomer, Mrs. D. H. 
Brent, Mrs. J. C. 
Burrow, Mrs. H. E. 
Cleveland, Mrs. C. Hal 
Clower, Mrs. J., Sr. 
Estes, Mrs. Maurine (Moore) 
Eubanks, Mrs. Vera C. 
Evereti, Mrs. Edith H. 
Fletcher, Mrs. Elizabeth S. 
Freidhoff, Miss Florence 
Gillaspy, Mildred G. 
Gilly, Mrs. Harry 
Hanley, Miss Kathryn T. 
Harmon, Miss Carrie 
Henley, Mrs. Thomas 
Knost, Miss Jeanne 
Martin, Mrs. H. E. 
Milden, Miss Dorothy 
Miller, Mrs. Frances D. 
Mosley, Mrs. M. 
Murphy, Miss Shirley 
McNair, Mrs. J. C. 
Palmer, Mr. Owen T., Jr. 
Peresich, Mrs. E. A., Sr. 
Person, Miss Maria F. 
Scharr, Mrs. Ruth D. 
Stewart, Mrs. S. E. 
Thatcher, Mr. George 
Town Library, Pass Christian 
Waterer, Mrs. Rose A. 
West Junior High 

Hinds 
Anderson, Miss Mary Agnes 
Battle, Miss Jo 
Baxter, Miss Kate 
Baxter, Mrs. Ruth W. 
Calhoun, Miss Lola 
Capital Area Regional Library 
Cecil, Miss Helen 
Clark, Mrs. C. C. 
Cooley, Mrs. Kay B. 
Corban, Mrs. Ada Foote 
Couty, Miss Martha 
Cox, Mrs. Barbara 
Currier, Mrs. Lura G. 
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Hinds (Cont.) 


Dept. of Archieves and History 
Drake, Miss Eleanor 

Duke, Miss Martha Ann 
Edmondson, Miss Alberta Faye 
Eley, Mrs. Eunice (Life Member) 
Farr, Mrs. Eugene I. 

French, Miss Frances 

Graham, Miss Irene 

Guess, Miss Mary Ellen 
Hamer, Miss Alice 

Hanna, Miss Sybil Ann 

Hart, Mrs. S. F. 

Herring, M. F. 

Hinton, Mrs. Annie Bess (R. W.) 
Howard, Mrs. Martha S. 
Jackson Municipal Library 
Kennedy, Mrs. Marie J. 
Landrum, Mrs. Claudia S. 
Lang, Mrs. Martha L. 

Long, Mrs. Elizabeth F. 

Love, Miss Mary 

Meisburg, Mrs. S. C. 
Millsaps-Wilson Library 
Mississippi College Library 
Mississippi Library Commission 
McKeown, Miss Blanche 
McLaurin, Mrs. Daisy M. 
Polk, Mrs. Hazel Y. 

Ramsey, Mrs. Jane V. 

Rea, Miss Katherine 

Riggs, Mrs. Virginia M. 
Roberts, Mr. Ramsey W. 
Rowland Medical Library 
Rowzee, Mrs. Gertrude 

Smith, Miss Nellie Ford 
Sneed, Miss Pearl 

Spiva, Miss Madge 

Stanback, Miss Mary Ann 
Waltman, Mrs. Lucy (D. E.) 
White, Mrs. Evie L. 

Williams, Mr. Charles R. 
Williams, Miss E. Clyde 
Williams, Miss E. Louise 


Holmes 


Barwick, Mrs. Jack 
Bowie, Mrs. Laura 
Doster, Mrs. C. A. 
Eakin, Mrs. Annie L. 
Lail, Mrs. T. A. 
McIntyre, Miss Georgie 
Presley, Mrs. John 


Humphreys 


None 
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Issaquena 
None 


Itawamba 
Deaton, Mrs. Ninnie Lee 
Dyer, Mrs. Minnie 
Gray, Mrs. Tiras 
Harden, Mrs. Rubye S. (D. C.) 
Maxcy, Mrs. Loraine 


Jackson 
Carey, Msgr. P. J. 
Colmer, Miss Alice 
Jackson County—Pascagoula City Library 
Jennings, Miss Rita 
Kell, Mrs. Lola Lewis 


Jasper 
None 

Jefferson Davis 
Thompson, Mr. Joe B. 


Jefferson 
None 
Jones 
Bacot, Miss Mabel 
Davis, Miss Nell 
Hellen, Mrs. W. E. 
Lauren Rogers Library & Museum of Art 
Viverette, Miss Mattie Mae 


Kemper 
None 


Lafayette 
Bass, Miss Corinne 
Cole, Mrs. Hazel B. 
Cole, Mrs. Mary M. 
Collins, Miss Alice R. 
Drake, Miss Christine 
Eggleston, Miss Hallie S. 
Feagin, Mrs. Obion 
Hammond, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 
Hartin, Mr. J. S. 
Henson, Miss Laurette 
Johnson, Mrs. Bernice W. 
Mills, Miss Annie Elizabeth 
Oldham, Miss Dorothy Z. 
Samuels, Mrs. Stella S. 
Saville, Miss Mahala 
Shelton, Mrs. Hazel 
Trott, Mrs. G. Richard 
Tullos, Mr. Thomas W. 
University of Mississippi Library 
Young, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth 


Lamar 
None 
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Lauderdale 
Alford, Mrs. Kathleen T. (Mrs. H. L.) 

j Archer, Ruth 

] Bailey, Mr. C. Scott 

Broach, Miss Jeanne 

Brown, Miss Elizabeth S. 

: Cadow, Mrs. Mary A. 

Chancellor, Mrs. Sallie M. 

| Crampton, Mrs. John K. 

» Curtis, Mrs. W. E. 

Holladay, Miss Ada 

j Leonard, Mr. E. C. 

Loper, Mrs. Edith 

Meridian Municipal Jr. College Library 

Meridian Public Library 

Moseley, Mrs. Helen F. 


brary 
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| Lawrence 

: Clinton, Mr. E. W. 

| Magee, Mrs. S. F. 
Pounders, Mrs. Jessie B. 


Leake 
Wallace, Mrs. T. J. 


Lee 

Art Berry, Miss Manie Loraine 
Burney, Mrs. J. R. 
Erck, Miss Frankie 
Foster, Mrs. M. M. 
Garmon, Mrs. Gilmer 
Green, Mrs. Henry 
Holcomb, Mrs. Elizabeth C. 
Jones, Mr. Herman 
Milam, Mr. L. G., Sr. 
Mitchell, Mr. Guy, Jr. 
Patton, Mrs. Sam 
Trapp, Mrs. O. T., Sr. 

) Leflore 

: Greenwood-Leflore Public Library 

; Hayes, Miss Dorothy 

§ Jones, Mrs. Julia Mounger 

| Kelly, Mr. Daniel K. 

; Mitchell, Mrs. Lora 
Mounger, Mrs. S. Gwin 
Stainback, Mr. Rufus P. 
Webb, Miss Tillie 

Lincoln 
Clark, Mr. Stephen F. 
King, Mrs. Roy D. 
Lincoln-Lawrence Regional Library 
Vernon, Mrs. J. F. 
Youngblood, Mr. V. D. 
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Lowndes 
Bull, Miss Susie 
Columbus & Lowndes County Library 
Culbertson, Miss Beulah 
Gatchell, Mrs. Kenneth 
Gredinger, Mrs. Hazel P. 
Hardy, Mrs. J. Allison 
Jones-Williams, Miss Marion 
Kemp, Mrs. T. C. 
Mississippi State College for Women, 
Library Science Dept. 
Robinson, Miss Virginia 
Vaughn, Mrs. Esther G. 
Weitzenhoffer, Mrs. Irvine 
Madison 
Canton High School Library 
Collins, Miss Q’Milla 
Marion 
Broome, Mrs. L. B. 
Columbia High School Library 
Lampton, Mr. Thad B., Jr. 
Marshall 
Edwards, Mrs. Lois 
Going, Mrs. Waurene W. (J. B., Jr.) 
Hedderick, Mrs. Vashti 
Monroe 
Abney, Mrs. Roberta 
Early, French 
Evans Memorial Library 
Moore, Mrs. Norman 
Peacock, Mrss Lucille 
Montgomery 
Catledge, Miss Jeannette 
Hosford, Mrs. Nancy 
Neshoba 
Allen, Miss Inez 
Croswell, Mrs. Marie 
Hill, Mrs. I. C. 
Jones, Mrs. Walker 
Lofton, Mrs. Nadie 
Nelson, Mrs. Susie 
Warren, Mrs. Faye 
Newton 
Cox, Mrs. Alice 
Watts, Mrs. Mittie 
Noxubee 
Hanson, Mrs. E. T. 
Murphey, Mrs. Edwin 
McCann, Mr. H. W. 
Noxubee County Library 
Persons, Oscar B. 
Taylor, Mrs. Georgia B. 
Walton, Mrs. L. B. 
Stevens, Mrs. Boswell 
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Oktibbeha 


Blumenfeld, Miss Mena 

Evans, Mrs. Mary E. 

Halsell, Miss Willie D. 

Hollingsworth, Miss Bessie 

Lloyd, Mrs. Edward 

Mitchell Memorial Library, Mississippi 
State University 

Palmer, Mr. Forrest C. 

Peebles, Miss Margarete 

Rice, Miss Nannie H. 

Robinson, Miss Elizabeth (Life Member) 

Taylor, Mrs. Ernest C. 

Welch, Mrs. Celia J. 


Panola 


Hawken, Mrs. Bess 
Jennings, Mrs. Cecil C. 
Riser, Mrs. Norma 

Sardis Public School Library 
Smith, Mrs. Carolyn 
Watson, Mrs. Pearl 


Pearl River 


Cooper, Mrs. P. G. 
Crosby, Mrs. L. O., Jr. 
Garrison, Mrs. J. E. 
James, Miss Mildred 
Jenkins, Mrs. Geraldine 
Picayune Public Library 
Smith, Mr. F. M. 
Tyler, Mrs. Lucile 
Underwood, Mrs. C. O. 


Perry 


Chambers, Mrs. Peggy 
Hammett, Mrs. Jake 
Mathis, Mrs. W. L. 

Moak, Mrs. W. E. 

Roberts, Mr. E. J. 
Runnelstown School Library 
Steward, Mrs. Iva 


Pike 


Claudia, Sister Mary 
McComb Library 
Thomas, Mrs. Fred W. 


Pontotoc 


Furr, Mrs. Francis 
Givhan, Mrs. W. P. 
Guthrie, Mr. R. C. 
McCord, Mr. R. M. 
Pitts, Mr. Troy, Jr. 
Pontotoc County Library 

Pontotoc High School Library 
Thompson, Miss Elliott 





Prentiss 
Gardner, Mrs. Hazel 
Houston, Mrs. Sibbie 
Houston Jr. High Library ; ; Tu 
Northeast Miss. Jr. College ; 
Smith, Mrs. R. B. 
Quitman 
Malone, Mrs. M. Rex 
Pettyjohn, Mrs. W. J. 
Rankin | 
Hancock, Mrs. Lorena S. 
Murray, Mrs. Marjorie ; 
Neill, Mrs. Gilbreath ™ 
Scott 
Craig, Mrs. Rubye W: 
Idom, Guy 
Mitchell, Mrs. Corrie 
Sharkey 
Baggett, Mrs. Jack 
Clements, Mr. Coleman | 
Fenton, Mrs. H. G. ( 
Lee, Mrs. Lida 
Schimmel, Mrs. Brevik | 
Spivey, Mrs. Ed., Jr. | 
Simpson | 
{ 





Blackburn, Mrs. J. H. 
Caughman, Mr. W. L. 
Turner, Miss Maud 
Smith | 
Tillson, Mrs. Miriam A. 
Stone 
Breland, Mrs. Viola T. 
Cox, Mrs. Dewey O. ( 
Sexton, Miss Estelle 
Sunflower 
Beard, Mrs. Julia G. | 
Hearon, Mrs. Bess 
McInnis, Miss Maurine ; 
Sunflower Public Library 
Thomas, Mrs. J. B. 
Williams, Mrs. M. L. 
Tallahatchie 
Allison, Mrs. Mose 
Dickson, Mrs. Sara D. 
Gillespie, Mrs. W. M. 
Graham, Mrs. James 
Hawkins, Mrs. Bessie P. 
Stubblefield, Mrs. L. H. 
Tallahatchie County Library 
Tate 
Thomas, Mr. Dick R. 
Tippah 
Guyton Library, Blue Mountain College 
Mathis, Mrs. W. L. 
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Tishomingo 
Curtis, Mrs. E. H., Jr. 


Tunica 
Oswalt, Miss Minnie 


Union 
Gatlin, Mrs. Curtis 
Hall, Mrs. D. H. 
Ivy, Mrs. Cleo L. 
Smith, Mrs. W. F. 

j Union County Library 


Walthall 
Pittman, Mrs. P. H. 


Warren 
Alexander, Mrs. Josephine H. 
All Saints’ Episcopal College 
Andrews, Mrs. Barbara H. 
Ashley, Mrs. Willie J. 
Betts, Mrs. Frances M. 
Crowther, Mrs. Annabelle K. 
Dale, Miss Virgiia 
Davidson, Sister Mary Rita 
Ford, Mrs. Beatricia 
Franklin, Mrs. Floyd S. 
Garrett, Mrs. Elizabeth M. 
Koffman, Mrs. Eunice 
Lipscomb, Mr. Ernest 
Mercy Hospital Medical Library 
Moore, Mrs. Norman 
Pettway, Mrs. Billy 
Piazza, Mrs. Ruth 
Quin, Mrs. Billy 
Sherard, Miss Mary M. 
Sigler, Mrs. Estelle 
Skelton, Mr. Alan G. 
Spivey, Miss Marie 
Switzer, Mr. Sam 
Thames, Mr. James D. 





Washington 
Chism, Miss Callie D. 
Crittenden, Mrs. Lucy W. 
Hafter, Mrs. J. H. 
Haxton, R. K., Jr. 
Leland Public Library 
Nunan, Rev. T. Russell 
Reynolds, Miss Elizabeth 
St. Joseph’s High School Library 
Thompson, Mrs. Louise K. 
W. A. Percy Memorial Library 
Wineman, Mrs. Wade 


llege Wayne 
None 
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Webster 
None 


Wilkinson 
None 


Winston 
Brown, Mrs. R. G., Jr. 
Clark, Mrs. B. F. 
Fulton, Mrs. N. W. 
McKay, Miss Ann Adelle 
McMillan, Mrs. Frank 
Thompson, Mrs. H. L. 


Yalobusha 
None 


Yazoo 
Magers, Mrs. Faustina W. 
Montgomery, Mrs. Zana G. 


Out-of-state Members 

Benedetto, Mr. Horace, The Jenkins Book 
Co., New Orleans, La. 

Berg, Mr. Norman, The Macmillan Co., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Evans, Mr. Ralph, New Method Book 
Bindery, Inc., Jacksonville, Il. 

Finger, Miss Mary Joan, Nashville, Tenn. 

Flowers, Mr. Paul, Commercial Appeal, 
Memphis, Tenn. (Life Member) 

Gaylord Bros., Inc., Syracuse, N. Y. 

Kenney, Mrs. Brigitte L., Chicago, Ill. 

O’Neal, Mr. Philip D., Springfield, N. J. 

Paulson, Mr. Everett A., New Orleans, 
La. 

Southern Library Bindery Co., Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Convention Comments 


Local committees for the 1958 MLA 
Convention to be held in Natchez are: 
Local arrangements, Elenora Gralow and 
Mrs. Irving Anderson of Natchez; Registra- 
tion, Mrs. Marcy Dupre, acting Librarian 
of Jefferson Military College, Washington; 
Exhibits, Clara Chamberlain, Natchez High 
School. 

Travelers to and from the MLA Con- 
vention in Natchez this fall are cordially 
invited by the folk at Copiah County Libr- 
ary in Hazlehurst to stop for a spot of 
coffee and conversation at the library. 
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Lura Currier 


THE ROAD BACK 


“We look before and aft. . .” 

As this issue of MLN goes to press it’s 
stock taking time again. The 1956-58 state 
biennium comes to a close; two years of 
the Library Services Act have passed. 

An inventory of activities reveals a busy 
two years with library development more 
accelerated than in any other 24 months 
period in the history of the state. 

This statement regarding the unusual 
amount of library development requires a 
closer look. The 1956-58 biennial activity 
has been like a harvest season—the period 
when the crop is gathered. The crop could 
not have been gathered had it not been 
for the wise soil conservation that took 
place years ago, the good plowing that 
many people did, and the quality of the 
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seed that were sown. Although the bone 
weariness that has often characterized the 
present biennial schedule would seem to 
give no credence to this, it is still true 
that the harvest is the easiest part. Those 
of us reaping it now realize that and are 
appreciative of the plowing and sowing 
that has gone to make this crop gathering. 


The eight issues of MLN during the 1956- 
58 biennium have carried detailed reports 
of library extension and improvement 
throughout the state on all fronts—public, 
school, college, and special. A review in 
telegraphic brevity will serve as an in- 
ventory. 


Flash! Big news — Library Services Act 
passed . . . Mississippi receives $171,012 
during biennium from government to ex 
tend rural library service . . . new junior 
college libraries spring up all over state... 
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three new multi-county libraries created 
. . trustees 
smash all records in MLA attendance . . . 


. regional total reaches nine . 


Governor Coleman dedicates first library 
service for Ackerman and Choctaw County 

Purser Hewitt heads strong state 
committee in vigorous observance of first 
National Library Week . . . state agency 
pushes in-service training into high gear 
with four different sessions; participation 
exceeds wildest expectations . . . Mississippi 
Choctaws secure first bookmobile in U. S. 
for Indian service . . . student assistants 
programs in state and districts flourish 
. . . foreign visitors study state’s library 
program . . . from sunlit beaches of Miami 
to blizzard swept Chicago lakefront, Mis- 
sissippi librarians take active part in Ameri- 
. South- 


ern hospitality outdoes itself as Clarksdale 


can Library Association affairs . . 


puts on a smooth, smart, citizen-made con- 
vention, a tribute of accomplishment to 
the city which has always “cared enough— 
about libraries—to give the very best . . .” 

. somebody wins, somebody loses as 
librarians come and go . . . MEC’s Home- 
town Development Program gives library 
growth real push eight Mississippi 
towns open new libraries in two months 

. . William Carey College dedicates 
beautiful new I. E. Rouse Library 
librarians play active role in new state 
Adult Education Committee’s conference 
meetings. . 


Yes, it has been a busy two years. If 
any single point could be said to 
characterize the biennium it might be the 
new awareness of the importance of all 
libraries. One patron in one of South Mis- 
sissippi's new libraries recently said: “Every 
time you pick up a paper anymore you 
see something about libraries. Guess we're 
waking up.” 


Could National Library Week have had 
us in mind when it plead to WAKE UP 
AND READ? The librarians are going to 
have to wake up and run if we keep up 
with all the Mississippians who have de- 
cided to wake up and read. 
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THE ROAD AHEAD 


During her recent visit to the Graduate 
Library School at the University of Chicago, 
the Director of the Mississippi Library 
Commission was asked this question in the 
discussion period: “But this library de- 
velopment sounds like it will take years and 
years. Don’t you people there ever get 
discouraged?” No honest reply, from any 
of us, could have been anything but “yes,” 
could it? 

We assured this inquiring young PhD 
candidate that it depended on which way 
we turned to look—back on how far we've 
come, or ahead at how far we have yet 
to go. 

Earlier in this article we looked back. 
Now, what of the road ahead? 

There are still 16 counties in the state 
with no public libraries of any sort what- 
soever within their borders! 


Of the 66 counties which do have public 
“libraries” within their borders, 23 have 
such meager financial support that when 
the pitiable salaries are paid there is seldom 
ever as much as $1,000 a year left for all 
other operating expenses, including funds 
with which to purchase all books for all 
ages on all subjects! 


There are 48 counties with no book- 
mobile service. 


Trained personnel is still in the minority 
and the shortage of people skilled in 
library administration and service is tragic 
for Mississippi's libraries as it is for those 
of other states. 


Only 9 of the proposed 16 multi-county 
library systems have been developed. 


When the question came from the 
Library Services Branch of the U. S. Office 
of Education: “How many people in your 
state have inadequate library service?” we 
were forced to reply: 2,178,914, the entire 
population of the state. (You see, they had 
asked what standards we judged by and 
when we use any standards we have no 
choice except to say that we have no 
adequate public library service. Relatively 
good libraries? Yes. Up to standards? No.) 


(Next Page) 
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The state appropriation for the Library 
Commission is still below its peak biennium, 
1952-54. (Out of a sense of absolute fair- 
ness to the 1958 Legislature, let us report 
that we did not ask for an increase over 
the 1956-58 appropriation. We felt the cur- 
rent financial emphasis should be put on 
our big partner in education—the public 
schools. If they don’t get the wherewithal 
to teach them to read, there'll be little use 
for us!) 

In an era when education is needed as 
never before more than two million people 
still spend less than one mililon dollars in 
their local communities for public libraries 
which have been declared by the state to 
be a “part of its provisions for public 
education.” A part? Well, a fractional part 
to say the most. 

You are right, young man, it’s going 
to take years and years and years. The 
harvest we've just gathered is scant indeed 
compared to the virgin soil that still needs 
breaking and the long rows still to hoe. 

The new biennium of 1958-60 promises 
to be no less challenging, no less busy, 
no less demanding and no less rewarding. 


“Audiofile” is the only card indexed re- 
cordings and utilization service designed for 
use by schools, colleges and libraries. It is 
available on a subscription basis from the 
Graphic Communications Center, 41-15 
Twenty-ninth Street, Long Island City, New 
York. 






SUMMER TRAVELS 


The “Have suitcase, will travel” summer 
aggregation at the Library Commission have 
taken to the road in all directions. 

These traveling librarians were recruited 
from school librarians, library science stu- 
dents, and other potential librarians who 
are available during the three summer 
months. 

Roughly divided into campaigners and 
“wrecking crews,” the travelers help to 
catch up on of the many pressing 
needs in Mississippi's public libraries. The 
“system” was put into operation last sum. 
mer. It will be continued this summer under 
the direction of Miss Jo Battle, Supervisor 
of Field Services for the Library Commis- 
sion. 


some 


The campaigners are available to help in 
counties where interest in having a library 
has reached the point of doing something 
about it. 

Other crews are prepared to handle such 
library problems as weeding book col- 
lections, organizing and processing books 
and materials, working out routines, etc. 

Reporting for duty with appropriately 
packed luggage soon after June 1 were: 
Mary Love and Alberta Edmondson, 
elementary school librarians in the Jackson 
Public Schools; Mrs. Lida Lee, high school 
librarian in Anguilla; Pauline Livaudais and 
Sarah Ann West, library science students at 
MSCW;; and Billie Cockerham, also a 
student at MSCW. Joining the staff (but 
not with complete luggage) was Robbie Nell 
Hartley, a recent graduate of MSCW’s 
Library Science Department and next year’s 
librarian at Murrah High in Jackson. 


The American Library Association Convention will be in San Francisco July 13-19 





Southeastern Library Association will hold its Biennial Conference in Louisville, 


Kentucky October 23-25. 
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Commission Commissioners Change 


Anona Jenkins Lucile Miller 





In Appreciation 


“That there is hereby created a Board of Commissioners of the Mississippi Library 
Commission to be composed of five members appointed by the Governor. . . Two mem- 
bers shall be appointed by the Governor from the state at large. Two members shall 
be appointed by the Governor from a list of not less than six names submitted by 
the Mississippi Library Association, one of whom shall be a librarian who is a graduate 
of a library school accredited by the American Library Association and actively engaged 
in full time library work at the time of the appointment and one of whom shall be, 
at the time of the appointment, a member of a legally organized Board of Trustees 
of a Mississippi free public library; and one member shall be the president of the 
Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs, or a member of said federation recommended 
by her. . .” 


In accordance with this law, Governor J. P. Coleman has recently appointed Miss 
Lucile Miller, Director of the Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point, as the librarian 
member of the Library Commission’s Board of Commissioners. Miss Miller succeeds 
Miss Anona Jenkins of Clarksdale whose term expired on June 30 of this year. 


A graduate of the library school of the University of Illinois, Lucile Miller has 
given freely of her time and talents to public library development in Mississippi. She 
is understanding of what the Library Commission is trying to do and is dedicated to 
the library principles for which it stands. 


The Mississippi Library Association and the Mississippi Library Commission salute 
these two busy librarians for giving of themselves “far beyond the call of duty” to 
Mississippi's public library program. 


Salutations are also in order to library trustees and others who serve on the Library 
Commission’s Board of Commissioners for their devoted and time-consuming service to 


the cause of libraries. 


To all of them from all of us, THANKS VERY MUCH. 
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EXCEPTIONAL ART EXHIBIT AT CAREY 


by Walter Lok 


(Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted from the Hattiesburg American of May 9, 
1958. Having a librarian-artist in our midst is not new. Neither is this a first 
exhibit. It is the splendid reporting of this exhibition which prompts the editor 
to choose it for inclusion in this publication.) 


The exhibition of paintings by Miss 
Virginia C. Robinson on view in the Rouse 
Library at William Carey College should 
be a stimulating experience for all art lovers 
in this area. Though Miss Robinson is self- 
taught, one finds none of the crudities or 
amateurish primitivisms common under such 
circumstances. The artist rather demon- 
strates an understanding of the medium and 
an ability to use its expressive characteristics 
to great advantage with most of her sub- 
just matter. Having painted only since 1950, 
Miss Robinson must be blessed with un- 
usual insight and powers of observation. 
Even with professional aid the amateur 
seldom develops the amount of sensitivity 
demonstrated in these paintings. 

Of the collection (a good sized group 
of oils) the marine pieces seem dominant 
in expression and professional finish. This 
is probably due to the fluidity of the sub- 
ject form which seems to give the artist 
the sense of freedom that permits the effects 
of vital freshness she achieves. The direct- 
ness with which the statement is made in 
such pieces of “Action at Joe’s Point” and 
“Wintry Sea” is exemplary. “Hurricane 
Hazel” will be found convincing enough 
to be rather terrifying in its beauty. 
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The group depicting old water amills 
done for the Mississippi Historical Society 
will be of particular local interest. Though 
they do not compete artistically with the 
marine paintings, they are extremely in- 
formative and interesting from a documen- 
tary point of view. The demands of the 
subject matter and some uncertainty in 
drawing seem to have interfered a bit 
with the artist’s innate sense of color and 
vigor of design. The “W. Agee Mill of 
North Carolina” probably holds together 
best of any of these. 


From a design standpoint most of the 
paintings seem to be extremely well con- 
structed. Miss Robinson seems to have the 
happy facility for grasping and using the 
abstract possibilities fo her subjects, yet 
without the self-consciousness that stunts 
the expression of many painters. There is 
here control, but within a vital humor 
reaction. The subtle pattern of the sea gulls 
in “Daytona Beach” will attest to this. 

Carey College is to be congratulated for 
bringing this exhibit to our community. We 
hope there will be others in the near future. 

Miss Robinson lives in Columbus, Missis- 
sippi, (and is on the library staff at MSCW). 
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TWO GRAND OPENINGS 


East Mississippi and Sunflower Celebrate New Libraries 


East Mississippi Junior College Library 


Mrs. D. L. Williams, Librarian 


Hundreds of alumni and friends attended 
the grand opening of the new East Missis- 
sippi Junior College Library on October 
12, 1957. A progressive milestone in the 
history of the college was marked by this 
opening. 

During the occasion gifts of books and 
magazines were received. Refreshments 
were served to visitors. 

The modern, air-conditioned building, 
which also houses the college’s Science De- 
partment, was erected at a cost of $80,815. 
Included in this amount is an equipment 
item of $16,751. Double-faced steel stacks 
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provide space for 7,500 books, with room 
for expansion. There are two conference 
rooms, student and faculty lounges, and a 
comfortably furnished lobby. 

The librarian’s office and workroom are 
behind the charging desk. The seating 
capacity is 120. The student body numbers 
293. 

Many prominent professional men are 
proudly claimed as alumni by East Mis- 
sissippi Junior College. One of the most out- 
standing is Senator John C. Stennis. 


(Next Page) 





(From Page 65) 


The Emmie L. Kittrell Library 
Sunflower Junior College 


Maurine McInnis, Librarian 


Approximately 250 visitors attended the 
open house of the new Sunflower Junior 
College Library on the afternoon of March 
16. They were greeted by the college’s 
president, W. B. Horton, and directed 
through various parts of the building by 
Library Club members. 

Numerous displays illustrating the re- 
sources of the library had been arranged 
for the occasion. Lovely floral arrange- 
ments added to the general attractiveness. 

The new $70,000 building contains ap- 
proximately 5,400 square feet of floor space. 
It is connected by a covered walk to the 
Administration Building and to Stansel Hall. 
The entire south side of the building is 
of glass, with doors opening on a patio. 
The north wall has glass from the counter 
height shelves to the ceiling. The remaining 
portion of the interior walls is of waxed 
brick and the ceiling is a soft gray plaster. 
Green and gray plastic tile covers the floor. 
Air-conditioning, fluorescent lights, and 
natural color tables with posture chairs in 
collegiate blue framework provide a com- 
fortable place for study or leisure reading. 

Open book shelves provide room for 
approximately 10,000 books. The librarian’s 
office and the workroom have large win- 
dows, which make supervision of the read- 
ing room easy. Other features which make 
the building a complete unit are a periodical 
storage room, student conference rooms, 
teacher conference room, two rest rooms, 
a water fountain, and a mechanics room. 

The iibrary was named in honor of Mrs. 
Emmie Kittrell, who is retiring after 26 
years of faithful service from her post as 
hostess of the boys’ dormitory. 
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View of glass walls of Sunflower Junior 
College’s new library building. 
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THE NOXUBEE COUNTY LIBRARY STORY 


Florence C. Ford, Librarian 


The story of an institution is always a 
story of the people who helped to make it. 
And so the story of the Noxubee County 
Library begins away back in 1934 with the 
dominant figure of its first librarian, Ada 
Sessions Fant. 

Through the influence and efforts of the 
late Senator Henry Minor, a WPA grant 
was secured for Noxubee County for a 
library. Also at the request of Senator 
Minor, Mrs. Fant was named the first 
librarian. Her interest in books and people 
was sO genuine that she was already circu- 
lating her own books on a library basis. 

The Noxubee County Library had its in- 
ception in a small room in the rear of the 
old city hall with one lone book, the gift 
of the afore-mentioned Senator. Soon books 
began to pour in from the book shelves 
and attics of the many interested citizens. 
As this was a WPA project, a number of 
people were employed to carry on the en- 
deavor. Branch libraries were located at 
Shuqualak, Brooksville, and Mashulaville. 
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The close of the WPA saw the close of 
the branch libraries and the dismissal of 
library personnel. The Noxubee County 
Library in Macon began its fight to survive 
as a library to serve the entire county. The 
county and the city of Macon, at first with 
minimum support, gradually through the 
years increased their appropriation to take 
care of the librarian’s salary and library 
maintenance on a limited basis. The Rotary 
Club of Macon in 1936 agreed to give a 
stipulated amount each month to the 
library. This donation has been continuous 
ever since. 

The library moved into its present quart- 
ers in the War Memorial Building in 1946. 
A collection of approximately 11,000 books 
had been built up at the time of Mrs. 
Fant’s death in 1952. The name of the 
library was changed from the Noxubee 
County Library to the Ada Sessions Fant 
Memorial Library to honor, her memory 
soon after the death of Mrs. Fant. 

(Next Page) 
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ADA SESSIONS FANT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY trustees pose beneath Mrs. Fant’s 
portrait. Left to right are: L. L. Martin, 
Mrs. E. H. Britton, Mrs. Veryl Hansen, 
daughter of Mrs. Fant, Miss Danelle Yates, 
Mrs. Boswell Stevens, and Brooks Ferris, 
Jr. 


(From Page 67) 


The library in the intervening years con- 
tinued to serve the county, using varying 
means of publicity to promote the library 
program. Each year saw an increase in 
circulation and use of the library. 

In December 1955, Noxubee County fell 
heir to a valuable collection of books, the 
personal library of Dr. Harold Gibson 
Brown who died that month. Dr. Brown, 
professor of English literature at the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi, bequeathed his entire 
library of 5,000 volumes and a sizable 
amount of money from his estate to Noxu- 
bee County for library usage. It is one of 
the most outstanding gifts that any county 
could receive, especially considering the 
high literary value of the book collection. 
A special room in the Ada Sessions Fant 
Library contains this collection. 

Early in 1957, the Lions Club at Shu- 
qualak (a real live-wire organization) started 
working toward a library for their com- 
munity. Two very interested citizens were 
appointed to investigate possibilities. They 
went to the right source in the beginning 
when they contacted the Mississippi Library 
Commission. The chairman of the Board 
said in his remarks at the opening of their 


library that he didn’t know when calling 
upon the Library Commission that they 
were getting into a hornet’s nest. Mrs, 
Currier, in reply, stated that she had been 
called many things but had never before 
been referred to as a hornet. The Shuqualak 
Library has had great success in its under- 
taking. 

A similar experience took place in Brooks- 
ville when a town council decided to work 
toward a library for the community as a 
part of a Hometown Development Program 
project. A committee of one (then a member 
of the Ada Sessions Fant Memorial Library 
Board) visited the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission and received a “go ahead” signal 
to plan for a public library, with the promise 
of future assistance from the Commission. 
In September 1957, a group of citizens 
from Shuqualak, Macon and Brooksville 
went before the Board of Supervisors to 
ask for county funds sufficient to take care 
of the support of the three libraries. This 
money was granted and placed in the 
county budget. By January 1958, a county 
library board had been named and the 
Noxubee County Library System went into 
action. Macon was named _ headquarters. 
The first of January 1958 was also the date 
that the Brooksville Public Library was 
opened to the public. It is most attractive 
and efficient. 


HAROLD GIBSON BROWN MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY trustees visit the library in a 
body on the occasion of open house. Left 
to right are: Paul Silvey, Chairman Jesse 
Stennis, R. L. Beasley, Brooks Ferris, Jr., 
and Frank Hurst. 
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With rumblings to the south and north 
quieted, there began to be an upheaval in 
the interior. The Ada Sessions Fant 
Memorial Library, in spite of its fine book 
collection, was the ugly duckling of the 
crowd. In fact, it needed a face lifting. 
A gift of $100 from the Bank of Macon 
to the library toward a children’s room 
sparked the citizen interest and again the 
Mississippi Library Commission was alerted. 
It couldn’t be said that the visiting com- 
mittee from the Commission laid the corner- 
stone of the present beautifully decorated 
library, but they were privileged to fell 
the first blows at unwieldy and unattractive 
shelving. Once started, the idea of complete 
renovation took hold and after a month 
or so of chaos and confusion, there emerged 
lovely green walls, tile floors, fluorescent 
lighting and a small but beautiful reading 
room for children. 

Do you remember the tune, “The song 
is ended but the melody lingers on”? Well, 
my song is ended but our story goes on, 
as Noxubee County forges forward in ever 
improving library service. Not as in the 
beginning, under a WPA program, but 
under a program sponsored by its people, 
for its people. 
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L. L. MARTIN, Executive Vice-President 
of the Bank of Macon, and some of the 
youngest generation enjoy the library's 
lovely new children’s room. 


DAISY EATERS have fair warning that this 
floral arrangement is not for them! 











LIBRARY LEGISLATION BOX SCORE 


Four Home Runs for Four Times at Bat 


The 1958 regular session of the Missis- 
sippi Legislature considered four pieces of 
library legislation—the Library Commission’s 
biennial appropriation for 1958-60, and 
three other bills which affect public 
libraries. All four of the bills were passed 
by the Legislature and have been signed 
by the Governor. 

House Bill No. 485 provides for an extra 
mill tax levy for library buildings. Section 
1 of the act is quoted below: 

Section 1. Section 6201, Mississippi Code 
of 1942, is amended to read as follows: 

6201. Funds for establishment and opera- 
tion.—Where any library is _ established 
under this act, either by the county board 
of supervisors or the governing body of a 
municipality, the cost of purchasing land, 
erecting buildings, and equipping and main- 
taining such library may be paid for in 
whole or in part out of the general funds 
of the county or municipality if, in the 
opinion of the governing authority, said 
funds are adequate for that purpose, and, 
in the discretion of the governing authorities, 
a tax not exceeding one mill may be levied 
on all taxable property in the county or 
municipality for a period of not exceeding 
five years to raise money for the purposes 
of this section. No tax levies made under 
the provisions of this act shall be refunded 
under the “Homestead Exemption Act of 
1946.” 

House Bill No. 625 is “an act making an 
appropriation for the support and mainten- 
ance of the Mississippi Library Commission 
for the fiscal years 1958 and 1959.” 

The biennial appropriation of $192,000 
was the amount requested by the Library 
Commission and represented no increase 
over the amount requested for the previous 
biennium. 
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House Bill No. 878 amends Chapter 206, 
Laws of 1952, to allow certain counties 
with assessed valuations up to $15,000,000 
(instead of up to $10,000,000 in the old 
law) to levy a two mill tax for libraries, 
The remainder of the law has not been 
changed or amended. Section | and a 
portion of Section 2 of the law are quoted 
below: 

Section 1. That section 1, chapter 206, 
laws of 1952, be and the same is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 1. Any county having an assessed 
valuation of fifteen million dollars ($15, 
000,000) or more, which proposes to support 
or supports a public library may, by order 
of the board of supervisors of such county, 
in its discretion, levy not in excess of one 
mill tax on all taxable property within the 
county to be used for the support, upkeep 
and maintenance of any public library pro- 
posed to be supported or supported by said 
county and located therein, which levy shall 
be in addition to the maximum levy here- 
tofore authorized to be levied by counties; 
provided, however, that those counties im- 
posing such levy shall not receive home- 
stead exemption reimbusement for same. 

Section 2. That section 2, chapter 206, 
laws of 1952, be and the same is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 2. Under the provisions of this 
act, any county having an assessed valuation 
of fifteen million dollars ($15,000,000) or 
less, may levy a tax not in excess of two 
(2) mills. 

House Bill No. 483 raises the amount 
which Boards of Supervisors in counties 
with less than $18,000,000 assessed valua- 
tion may donate to private library as- 
sociations which give public library service. 
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JEFFERSON DAVIS COUNTY LIBRARY isn’t going into the catering business 
just because it has recently moved into an unoccupied restaurant building. Mrs. J. W. 
Evans, the county librarian, explains that you can get just so many books and people 
into a given space and then “something’s gotta give.” This time it was the library 
quarters. The hard-to-reach upstairs room in the courthouse had to go. 


An idea of the spaciousness of the attractive new library can be seen from this 
picture. More than that it is in the center of town in the thick of the passing parade. 


Typical of the progressive people of Prentiss and vicinity is this example of local 
initiative and know-how. 


Trustees of the library are: Mr. Buford Smith, Prentiss, chairman; Mrs. Jack Parker, 


Prentiss; Mrs. Howard Barnes, Prentiss; Mrs. Bessie McLain, Bassfield; and Mrs. Fleet 
Parkman, Oakvale. 
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MISSISSIPPI FILMSTRIPS, Inc. 


PEARL V. GUYTON, President 
Box 165, Natchez, Mississippi 


PRESENTS 


EDUCATIONAL COLORED FILMSTRIPS 


5 Sets of Colored Educational Filmstrips of 53 frames each, entitled: 
“Progress In Mississippi” 


Booklet of 10 pages containing “Suggestions To Teachers,” if complete 
5 filmstrips are bought. The only filmstrips available on Mississippi. 
Grades 4-12. Adapted to eight subjects. 
No. 1 Jackson, The Capital City 
No. 2 The Delta Country Where Cotton is — | 
No. 3. Gulf Coast, Playground of Mississippi, the Piney Woods 
No. 4 Historic Natchez — Vicksburg Area 
No. 5 Forestry, Grain and Livestock in Mississippi 
Cost: $6.00 per filmstrip or $30.00 for complete 5 filmstrips. 
Cash, or payment within 30 days — if requisition duly signed. 
Filmstrip produced by: PEARL V. GUYTON, Aided by Color Filmstrip Experts 
P. O. Box 165, Natchez, Mississippi 














4 Reasons Why “Southern” Is 


The Bindery For You 


1. Certified by the Library Binding Institute. 
2. Free pick-up service. 
3. Binding returned in four to five weeks. 


4. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Southern Library Bindery Company 


228 Woodland St. Nashville 6, Tennessee 
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School Libraries 
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THE STORY OF 


Marie J. 


Probably the first library of note in Mis- 


) sissippi was that at Jefferson Military Col- 
} lege which is located at Washington, Missis- 


sippi, just a few miles north of Natchez. 
The college was established at the beginning 
of the 19th century, its charter being the 
first granted by the territory of Mississippi 
for any purpose. 

There were no public schools then and 
no private ones. The sons of the local 
gentry were provided with tutors and then 
went to New England or Europe for their 
college educations. Jefferson was needed 
and played an important role in this section 
of the country. 

Great emphasis was placed on literature, 
Latin, Greek, and the latest developments 
in science, mainly geology and surveying. 
Jefferson’s charter authorized the granting 
of BS and MA degrees. Its library gradually 
became the finest collection of the classics 
and early treatises on natural philosophy 
in the area and was widely used by those 
engaged in research. 

However, as the school suffered reverses 
throughout the years, due to wars, the 
establishment of the public schools and 
other private ones, and the change in the 
economic conditions of the Natchez area, 
its library deteriorated. It did not keep pace 
with the times and was for the most part 
unappreciated by the students. About ten 
years ago all of the valuables were re- 
moved to the archives of the Mississippi 
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ONE LIBRARY 


Dupre 


Historical Society in Jackson and are still 
there to be enjoyed by those interested. 
The remainder were left on sagging shelves, 
unclassifid, unattended, and unused. Need- 
less to say these were mistreated and many 
disappeared. The students not only had 
no library but had complete disrespect for 
the volumes which remained at their dis- 
posal. 

Recently complete restoration and re- 
organization of the library has been under- 
taken. 

The school is now operating as a fully 
accredited junior-senior high school, and its 
library is set up as a working library for 
boys of 12 to 18 years of age. As many 
of the old books as were suitable were 
reconditioned and placed on new shelves 
in their proper classifications. Others have 
been carefully stored to be fed to the 
shelves as the students’ reading ability and 
interests indicate; and substantial funds 
have been expended to round out and 
modernize the various categories, especially 
the science, history, good modern fiction, 
and biography. There is an attractive 
magazie rack which holds at least a dozen 
periodicals and a newspaper rack for daily 
papers. Up-to-date dictionaries and encyclo- 
pedias are available, and we have begun 


a vertical file of reference material. 


(Next Page) 
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(From Page 73) 


Much was done with minimum expendi- 
ture to make the library a neat and at- 
tractive place in which to read and study. 
Good lighting and adequate tables and 
chairs were provided and colored curtains, 
eye-catching bulletin boards and a few 
green plants were added. A great deal of 
work was done by the boys and teachers in 
their work shop, thus adding to their in- 
terest and subtracting from the cost. Our 
teachers have been encouraged to learn 
what the library contains and to cooperate 
in the selection of new books. The students 
are using the library widely, with respect 
and pride, and they ask many questions 
and offer many suggestions which are con- 
structive. In just one year’s time we have 
seen the attitudes of the students change 
to interest and appreciation, which is very 
gratifying indeed. 

There is still much to be done. Funds 
are scarce, an ever present problem to so 
many of us, but we intend to continue to 
expand and develop our library until it 
once again can be proudly considered the 
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i Take Some Pointers From Stephen D. Lee 


Susie Bull, Librarian 


In Columbus at Stephen D. Lee Senior 
High School, students are encouraged to 
read library books by several methods. The 
display window just outside the library has 
proved to be very successful in selling 
books. There book jackets or seasonal deco- 
rations are exhibited, leaving the books on 
the shelves. In this way, the students may 
locate the books which appeal to them 
without changing the display. Different 
members of the Library Club usually plan 
and arrange this window every two weeks, 
being careful not to show jackets for books 
that are lost. 





Enthusiastic student readers are wonder- 
ful advertisers of books that appeal to them. 
Boys and girls like to know what other 
students think of books before they decide 
to read them. If another student or the 
librarian is not around to be asked about 
a book, a boy or girl will often consult 
the book cards to see who has read the 
book in question. 

The Mirror, our school paper, has been 
a useful agent in getting out information 
about a number of new books or reviews 
on individual books. As the paper is received 
by almost every person in school, the 
library news reaches all students and teach- 
ers who are interested enough to read its 
column. 





From time to time in the classrooms, 
teachers are able to stimulate great interest 
in library books. One day this year, an 
English teacher made To Have and To 
Hold by Mary Johnston so fascinating to 
her students that this book never stays on 
the shelf. In fact, the demands for it are 
2 so great that several more copies of the 
book are on order. 








(Next Page) Classroom Bulletin Board 
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Books are now so attractive that they 
can do much to sell themselves, especially 
if they are put on display. They may be 
opened and made to stand on vacant parts 
of shelves. In that position, books not only 
call attention to themselves but also add to 
the attractiveness of the library as a whole. 


Each classroom has one or two bulletin 
boards. Often teachers are delighted to 
have the library furnish an attractive display 
of book jackets on a subject that is being 
taught at the time. Through this means, 
some students are encouraged to do parallel 
reading to supplement the subject material 
in their textbooks. If the jackets are left 
on the books to help sell them on the 
shelves, extra jackets for books are often 
available from the publishers. Also the 
books themselves may be put on display 
in the classroom, if jackets are not on hand. 
A library assistant and the teacher may 
work together to see that the books are 
properly signed for. 


If students are allowed to feel that 
they have some voice in what is ordered 
for the library collection, they are more 
interested in the library and books. Our 
students have put some fine ideas into our 
suggestion box. If a student expresses a 
wish for a book or information on a general 
subject, he will await that material with 
great interest. Also that student should be 
given first chance to read this book. This 
year one of our students has taken a great 
interest in suggesting books for me to order. 
I have given him the Standard Catalog 
for High School Libraries to use to find 
books on the subjects that interested him. 
Often I am greeted with this remark, “Has 
the book come yet?” Not only has a friend- 
ship been cultivated between the student 
and the librarian but also the student has 
developed a love for books and an apprecia- 
tion for libraries. 
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Display Shelves Attract 








Book Display 
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Special Libraries 








Random Comments On Special Libraries 


Ruth D. Scharr, Base Librarian 


Keesler Air Force Base 


Publicity, I have come to believe, is 
of utmost importance to any library. The 
more people one can tell about his library 


/ and the more often he can tell it, the better 


it is. The Special Libraries of Mississippi 
have in the past three issues of the MLN 


| proclaimed their works in these pages. 


However, we want to continue to let other 
librarians know what we have to offer, to 
make our special services available to our 
fellow librarians. We sincerely hope they 
will not hesitate to call on us whenever 
the need arises. 

Just this past month the Keesler Library 
had occasion to call upon the Department 
of Archives and History for help. The streets 
on the Base, now numbered and lettered, 
are to be named. One suggestion that was 
being considered was the naming of the 
streets after Mississippi winners of the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor. Unable to find 
a complete listing in the books available 
at Keesler, the services of the Department 
were sought and a prompt answer received. 
Whether or not these names will be used 
has not been decided as yet, but the library 
cause as a whole has been furthered, we 
feel, by proving once again the library’s 
usefulness and the willingness of librarians 
to serve. 

With so many fine people in the Special 
Libraries of Mississippi, it seems unfortunate 
that only five of the thirteen known Special 
Libraries were represented at the Special 
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Libraries Section meeting in Jackson on 
March 29. We feel sure that much of value 
was gained by those who were able to 
attend. A brief report of the meeting, furn- 
ished us by Mr. Alan Skelton, follows: 

“The Special Libraries Section, Mississip- 
pi Library Association, met on March 29, 
1958, at the Jackson Municipal Library, 
with Miss Pearl Sneed, Librarian, and Miss 
Helen Cecil, Head of the Science, Busi- 
ness, Industry Department, acting as 
hostesses for the group. The theme of this 
meeting was Industrial Progress in Missis- 
sippi and the Need for the Special Librarian 
in Industry. Mr. Charles H. Fulghum, of the 
Mississippi Manufacturers Association, was 
guest speaker. 

“Following lunch at Primos Restaurant, 
the group made a tour of the Jackson 
Municipal Library, and concluded the meet- 
ing with a coffee hour in the library lounge. 

“The following were present: Miss Louise 
Williams, Mississippi State Board of Health 
Library; Miss Irene Graham, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center Library; Miss 
Jean Gunter, Mississippi State Department 
of Public Welfare Library; Mrs. Martha 
S. Howard and Mrs. Ruth W. Baxter, 
Veterans Administration Center Library; 
Mr. Alan G. Skelton, Miss Marie Spivey, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Garrett, and Mrs. Barbara 
Andrews, U. S. Army Engineer Waterways 
Experiment Station, Vicksburg; Mrs. Alan 
Skelton; and Miss Sneed and Miss Cecil.” 
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Skelton Two-Time Loser 

Alan G. Skelton, Librarian at the U. S. 
Army Engineer Waterways Experiment 
Station at Vicksburg, Miss., was elected 
Vice - President (President-elect) of the 
Louisiana Chapter, Special Libraries As- 
sociation, at a dinner meeting in Shreve- 
port, Louisiana Thursday evening, March 
20. 

The Special Libraries Association, with 
headquarters in New York City, is the lead- 
ing professional organization in its field. 
There are 30 chapters in the United States 
and Canada. 

The Louisiana Chapter is the pioneer 
chapter in the south, and the parent organi- 
zation of the Texas, Georgia, and Alabama 
Chapters. Its members are technical libraries 
of oil and gas companies, state public works 
offices, government libraries, science libra- 
ries, engineering libraries, etc. 

The meeting in Shreveport included a 
conducted tour and inspection of Texas 
Eastern Transmission Corporation Engineer- 
ing Library; Research Department Library, 
United Gas Corporation; Union Producing 
Company Library; and the Science Library, 
Centenary College. This same group held 
a meeting last winter at the Waterways 
Experiment Station. 

Skelton is also an active member of the 
Mississippi Library Association. He serves 
as Treasurer for the Association and as 
Chairman of the Special Libraries Section. 
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BUYING BOUND-TO-STAY- 
BOUND PREBOUND BOOKS is like 
buying an insurance policy to protect 
your budget — just because you get 
so much more for your money. 








More and more school su- 
perintendents, purchasing agents and 
libration: ave discovering this truth 
daily which accounts for the ever- 
increasing demand for BOUND-TO- 
STAY-BOUND PREBOUND BOOKS. 


Available in over 16000 
popular juveniles titles — most for 
immediate delivery. Send for catalog 
and special lists today. 


tue 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
“BOUND-TO-STAY-SOUND PRESOUND 800K; 
JACKSONVALE, WLUINOIS 
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Colonial Book Service 
Specialists in supplying the out-of- 
print books as listed in all Library In- 
dices (Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
Fiction; Biography; Lamont Cata- 
logue; Speech, etc... .) 

Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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Adult Education 





MRS. C. C. CLARK 





“Librarians and other educators are becoming increasingly concerned 
with the needs and problems of older adults.” So says Rose Vainstein, 
Public Library Specialist, Library Services Branch, U. S. Office of 
Education. Mississippi librarians are more and more seeking methods 
of adequately serving the older adults in meaningful ways. The follow- 
‘ng article reports action that marks the first step taken in Mississippi 
toward a statewide effort in the field of gerontology. It should have 
significance for librarians and library boards of trustees. 


The Mississippi Council on the Aging 


| grew out of Mississippi's first conference 
| on the aging held in September 1957. Six- 


teen state and private agencies cooperated 
in the development and execution of a 
“Conference on the Rehabilitation of the 
Aging” financed by a grant from the U. S. 


| Department of Health, Education and Wel- 
) fare, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, 


and offered through the Department of 
Conferences and Institutes, University of 
Mississippi Extension Service. 

Any library will find the “summary re- 


| ports” of the Conference a valuable piece 


of material to add to its collection. The 
112-page report is available from the De- 
partment of Conferences and Institutes, Uni- 
versity of Mississippi, and sells for $2.00. 
Aside from the substantial work ac- 
complished, a side result of lasting im- 
portance was the group's recommendation 
that a permanent council on the aging 
be organized. In November following the 
Conference, more than twenty major state 
agencies through their representatives 
voluntarily banded together and formed an 
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organization known at that time unofficially 
as the Mississippi Council on the Aging. 
The Library Commission was one of these 
agencies. 

Official status was given the Council by 
an act of the Legislature in Senate Con- 
current Resolution No. 144 adopted by the 
Senate on April 16, 1958 and by the House 
of Representatives the following day. Thus 
an idea born in September 1957 became 
reality seven months later. The legislative 
act empowered the Council to secure 
foundation grants and use other funds not 
encumbered by legislative direction, to con- 
duct a study of the problem of the aging. 

The purposes of the Council stated in the 
Constitution are, in part: 1) Gathering, 
interpreting and distributing information on 
the social, economic and health problems 
of the aging; 2) Serving as 2 coordinating 
agency for all groups, both public and 
private; and 3) Serving as an advisory body 
on problems of the aging to both public 
and private agencies. 


(Next Page) 
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The Council’s first act after achieving 
official status was a planning session for a 
statewide conference to be held September 
17-19 at the Center for Continuing Educa- 
tion, University of Mississippi. Consultants 
for the program-planning session were Dr. 
Wilma Donahue of the University of Michi- 
gan, and Clark Tibbetts of the U. S. De- 
partment of Health, Education and Wel- 
fare. Tentative plans call for a practical 
program built around the general theme, 
“Creating Opportunities for the Aging in 
the Community.” Librarians and members 
of library boards of trustees could well 
afford to attend this conference. 

The library, accustomed as it is to serv- 
ing people of varying needs and interests, 
can accept the “retired” adult as a real 
opportunity. Retirement has to do with busi- 
ness and professional life. Interests and 
abilities do not change. It means that a 
man has 8 more hours a day to fill, and 
that his wife has 8 more hours of him at 
home. To keep the mind alert and growing, 
which is within the realm of the possible, 
would be an unmatched contribution the 
library could make to the mental health of 
this group. 

It is well to remember that the “aging 
are not homogeneous and so no stereotype 
can be applied or panacea developed,” said 
Dr. James F. Garrett, Assistant Director, 
U. S. Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, 
speaking at the 1957 Mississippi Conference. 
His interests, abilities and talents can be 
integrated into the total library program, 
for the older adult does not suddenly 
change. He is not a ‘type’. From this group 
may come the discussion group leader, the 
teller of stories, the interpreter of music 
or world affairs, the volunteer for the varied 
activities of the library other than circulat- 


ing books. It is erroneous to think that whe 
the adult reaches the age of 65 that hy 


becomes dependent. In fact his independ 


ence is of tremendous importance. Whik! 
the library can indirectly contribute to tJ 
solution of the problems in the area gf 
health, rehabilitation and economics, jx) 


primary contribution is in the area of th! 
continuing mental activity. And who call 


say this is not contributing to the solutig!) 


of health, rehabilitation and economic pn 


blems?” 


The Mississippi Council on the Agin; 


needs the stimulation of the library'sf 
The older adulf 
health, welfare and economic needs af 
so much in evidence, there is danger (ff 
neglecting the total needs of this population) 
group. Pre-retirement education should kf 
a vital part of the library’s adult education 


interest and direction. 


program. 

During the formative period of th 
Council the administration and supervision 
will be attached to the Department ¢ 
Conferences and Institutes of the Universit 
of Mississippi. The Executive Committee i 
made up of its officers and six member 
at large. The officers are: Mr. Travis Mc 
Charen, Executive Secretary of the Depart. 
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation, Chair 
man; Dr. W. S. Alyea, Division of Physica 
Medicine, Veterans Administration, Vice 
president; Mr. Seth Hudspeth, Executive 
Secretary, State Board of Mental Inst: 
tutions, Secretary-Treasurer. The member 
at large are: Miss Helen Rees, Director ¢ 
Public Assistance, Public Welfare Depar- 
ment; Mrs. C. C. Clark, Supervisor 
Group Services, Mississippi Library Com- 
mission; Dr. A. L. Gray, State Board ¢ 
Health; Dr. David Wilson, Director Usi- 
versity Medical Center; Mr. Marx Huff 
Executive Secretary, State Employment 
Security Commission; and Mr. Duke 
Trexler, University Extension Service. 
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AN APPEAL TO MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIANS 


Dr. J. S. Hartin, Director 
University of Mississippi Library 


(The eighteenth century had a quasi- 
literary form of writing that might well be 
revived. When a person had something un- 
pleasant or important to say (the two were 
often indistinguishable) he wrote a pamph- 
let. Since the pamphlet is no longer in 
favor as a form of communication, please 
imagine this set up as a single-fold, small 
quarto, with liberal use of italic letters 
and capitals for emphasis.) 

Disjointed efforts have been made from 
time to time to assemble into one working 
tool a bibliography of Mississippi authors. 
Some of the projects have been begun in 
good faith, but the compilers found that 
without aid and without necessary biblio- 
graphical tools, the task of compilation is 
too great for single effort. Other efforts 
have, admittedly, been stopgaps or limited 
to one small area. But no matter with what 
intentions compilations have been begun, 
none has resulted in a tool worthy of the 
name, Bibliography of Mississippi Authors. 

At the annual meeting of the Mississippi 
Library Association in Clarksdale, an an- 
nouncement was made that the University 
of Mississippi Library was willing to serve 
as a central agency in gathering information 
and as an editor for a work which might 
be published. 

Thinking that librarians would be in- 
terested in cooperating, J. S. Hartin applied 
for, and received, a small Faculty Research 
Grant from the University. This grant is 
intended to defray the cost of duplicating 
preliminary lists, to print forms, to pay 
postage, and to pay for some clerical help. 
To date, none of the grant has been used, 
solely because cooperation—without which 
a project is doomed from the beginning— 
did not materialize. 

This raises the simple elemental question: 
Is there a need for a complete bibliography 
of authors? Some librarians of the state are 
under the impression that there is a real 
need, unless the numerous inquiries sub- 
mitted to them are idle and intended merely 
to keep them busy. If there is a need, are 
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the same librarians who will benefit from 
a completed bibliography willing to co- 
operate to the limit of their information and 
resources? The success of a project as large 
as the compilation of a Bibliography of 
Mississippi Authors depends upon coopera- 
tion, and unless this help is forthcoming, 
the whole project on a statewide basis will 
be dropped. 

The outline of the proposal made by Mr. 
Hartin is simple. The University of Mis- 
sissippi Library will duplicate its list of 
known Mississippi authors who have pub- 
lished separately printed books or other 
bibliographically independent items. The 
basis of this list will be the several thousands 
of slips gathered together over a period of 
many years. Copies of the list will be sent 
to libraries and librarians who signify a 
willingness to supply any information about 
authors known to them, especially those 
of their own localities. Submitted informa- 
tion will be checked, edited, and condensed 
into a consistent, usable form, and the re- 
sulting data duplicated and _ distributed. 
With help, the chances of publication are 
better than good. 

Since the October meeting in Clarksdale, 
exactly three offers of assistance have come 
to Mr. Hartin, and one of these was not 
from a library. It can easily be seen why 
the question of doubt has come up. Is 
there a need for a Bibliography of Missis- 
sippi Authors? Or does there exist among 
librarians a complete state of apathy? All 
librarians and users of libraries who are 
interested should inform Mr. Hartin of their 
interest. He can be reached at The Library, 
University, Mississippi. 

Unless some spark of enthusiasm and co- 
operation is forth-coming, the Faculty Re- 
search Grant will be returned to the Uni- 
versity; the preliminary file of information 
on Mississippi authors will continue to be 
a desk-tool in the University Library; and 
our native literary producers will continue 
to dwell in the twilight of half-knowledge 
forever. 
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It's Mews “Jo Me 


Helen Cecil of the Jackson Municipal 
Library is back at Florida State University 
for the summer, finishing those last endless 
details on her thesis. 


Mrs. D. H. Mohler is retiring from her 
duties at Gulfport Carnegie this summer. 


Eleanor Drake, Jackson school librarian 
and Ann Adele McKay, recent Southern 
graduate, are lending a hand at Jackson 
Municipal Library for the summer—Adele 
permanently, it is hoped. 

Northeast Regional is playing chess with 
its new and shifted staff members. Joyce 
Sowell has become branch supervisor after 
four years as Corinth Branch librarian. She 
will be replaced by Molly Jean Byrd, 
recently graduated from MSCW. Mrs. 
Dorothy Haynie is returning to work after 
a maternity leave. 


Mrs. Joni Benson has joined the Lee 
County Library staff as secretary. She is a 
1958 graduate of Shannon High School, 
where she was valedictorian and also a stu- 
dent library assistant. 

The Iuka Branch of Northeast Regional 
is moving into a new building that was 
built by the Lions Club. The Thursday 
Club will decorate and equip the new 
quarters. 

The Booneville Woman's Club is com- 
pletely redecorating the library. New shelv- 
ing is being added. 

Trustees of the Gulfport Carnegie- 
Harrison County Library have contracted 
with Architect Willie Guild to begin plans 
for a new library building. 

Children’s summer reading clubs are in 
full swing. It would require a full issue 
of MLN to report them all. 


“It’s time to retire” for several Mississippi 
librarians who are leaving their posts this 
summer. A story on these, our retiring 
librarians, will appear later when material 
and pictures are available. 

Miss Marian Jones-Williams, who has 
been assistant librarian in charge of circula- 
tion of MSCW for the past nine years, wil] 
transfer to teaching next session in the col- 
lege’s Library Science Department. Mrs. 
Etta Eckes Pace of Cleveland will be her 
replacement. 

Mrs. F. E. Gilliland of the Clarksdale 
Carnegie Library Board of Trustees is serv- 
ing as membership chairman in Mississippi 
for the American Association of Library 
Trustees. 

Callie Chism, President of the Mississippi 
Association of School Librarians, presided 
at the MEA School Librarians Section in 
March. Guest speaker for the occasion was 
Mrs. Frances Neel Cheney, Acting Director 
of the Peabody College Library School. 

Dr. John K. Bettersworth, Head of Mis- 
sissippi State University’s History Depart- 
ment, has been chosen to write the text- 
book on Mississippi history which will be- 
come a course of study in all of the state's 
high schools. 

Have you seen The PLD Reporter No. 6 
on contracts and agreements used by public 
libraries? It is edited by the director of 
the Mississippi Library Commission, Mrs. 
Lura G. Currier. 

National Library Week for 1959 will be 
observed April 12-18. 

Sympathy to Mrs. Reese Stoddard of the 
Clarksdale Public library in the loss of her 
husband and to Mrs. Louise Trevilion of 
the same library in the recent loss of her 
mother. 
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Fisk Public Library in Natchez is the 


| proud owner of a microfilm reader, a gift 
- of Mrs. Reginia Fry and Marjorie Fry Davis. 


Fisk has wanted a reader for years but 


wasn't too hopeful of owning one until 


Miss Pearl Guyton became interested and 
took a hand in finding someone who would 
like to provide one for the library. 


When a book truck outshines graduation 
and the cotton carnival in the news, that’s 
PUBLICITY! The floodlight was turned on 
library service to the North Mississippi 
Community Hospital during Hospital Auxili- 
ary Week in May. The hospital book truck, 
loaded with a variety of books from Lee 
County Library, was the center of an at- 
tractive, eye-catching window display in a 
downtown store, a television program, and 
two newspaper pictures and articles. 


A five-day institute on state and regional 
library development under the auspices of 
Columbia University’s School of Library 
Service will be held in New York August 
11-15. 

The institute is designed primarily for 
state, regional, federal, and municipal 
librarians directly concerned with the opera- 
tion of revised or expanded public library 
programs. Membership is limited to 25. 

The purpose of the institute is to provide 
an analysis of the various state programs 
for public library development now going 
forward, including an examination of the 
uses of both federal and state financial aid. 

Chairman for the institute will be Dean 
Robert D. Leigh of the Columbia School 
of Library Service. 








"Looks and wy 
like a champion” 


This comment of several years ago 
on a Gerstenslager Bookmobile 
would be even more to the point 
today. 


The features of aluminum or steel or 
aluminum and steel in combination 
now provide new economies in 
weight plus new protection against 
costly deterioration and unfavor- 
able levels of maintenance expense. 
These features can be widely varied 
to meet your specific requirements. 
Write, wire, or phone for consulta- 
tion with one of our field sales en- 
gineers. 





GERSTENSLAGER 


i The Gerstenslager Co. 
of Wooster, Ohio 
Established 1860 


BOOKMOBILES 
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Kay Cooley has resigned from the staff 
of the Mississippi Library Commission to 
accept another position. 


The third annual adult education work- 
shop sponsored by the State Adult Educa- 
tion Coordinating Committee will be held 
this year on December 2 at the King 
Edward Hotel in Jackson. Mrs. C. C. Clark, 
Supervisor of Group Services for the Library 


Commission, is Chairman of the Program : 
Committee. This is a date for librarians and 
others to put on their schedule of activities. 

Children’s Book Week, traditionally the Carnegie Public Library, Clarksdale, js 
3rd week in November, will be held the planning a celebration upon the arrival of 
first week in November from now on. The a brand new bookmobile in the summer. It 
dates this year will be November 2-8, and is to be air-conditioned and much larger [7 
the slogan again will be “Explore With than their present vehicle—two feet longer j 


Books.” 






On a recent very rainy Monday, severa| 
records were set in Jackson. One of them 
was at the Jackson Municipal Library. 

In spite of the heavy precipitation, and 
also in spite of the lack of air-conditioning 
a new all-time daily circulation peak wa; 


set when the main library and Livingstop | 
Park Branch checked out a total of 1,969 | 


books. 


in fact. 








THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 
Division of 
The American News Company, Inc. 


We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 





a 

Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 
e 

Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 
= 


Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 


1111 South Peters St. 





New Orleans, La. | 
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With LB Safti-Pulls it’s almost PRemington. Frarnd. 
impossible to drop card catalog Division of SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 
trays. They virtually hang onto Anas Kreme, time, eee 

your finger . . . cannot slip off. As Se ae ae 

















a result, trays are handled 
quickly, easily and safely. 


Easier on the eyes too, because 
the sight-size of the label holder 
has been increased... big enough 
for complete identification of a 
full tray’s contents. 


Be sure to specify these ingenious 
pulls for your new catalog cases. 
Write for more details. 














*Standard on all new Librory Bureau Catalog Cases 
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The 18th Biennial Conference of the 
Southeastern Library Association has been 
scheduled for October 23-25 in Louisville, 
Kentucky, with headquarters in the Ken- 
tucky Hotel. 


Wilson Library Bulletin for April 1958 
carries an article on adult library services 
growing out of the Library Service Act. 
Mississippi has special mention and two 
pictures in the article. 


State Plans Under the Library Services 
Act, an 84-page booklet recently published 
by the U. S. Office of Education, is a re- 
sume of what the various states are doing, 
and how they are doing it, under the LSA 
program. 


“Your Career as a Librarian” is an at- 
tractive recruiting booklet published and 
distributed by Encyclopaedia Britannica. It 
was done by Dilla W. MacBean, a former 
school librarian in Chicago. Single copies 
may be obtained free. Multiple copies cost 
10c each in quantities of 10 to 100. Address 
request to Educational Department, En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 425 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois. 














BUY YOUR PREBOUND BOOKS 


from 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK CO. 


@ Colorful Bindings 
@ Bound to last the 
life of the book 
@ Prompt shipments 
@ Future dating on 


invoices, if desired 


Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago 7, Illinois 


i 























WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


740 St. Charles Street 


New Orleans 12, Louisiana 
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V Check The Following: 
V Certified Binding 
V Best Grades of Materials 


V Volumes Correctly Arranged 
V Prompt Delivery 


IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING ALL OF THE ABOVE 
FOR YOUR LIBRARY CHECK WITH THE 


TUSCALOOSA LIBRARY BINDERY 


P. O. Box 214 910 - 25th Ave. 
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 











WE INCREASE YOUR BOOK BUDGET BY ACCEPTING DUPLICATES, DISCARDS AND 
GIFTS FOR CREDIT. 


DISTRIBUTORS OF BOOKS FOR ALL PUBLISHERS 






SINCE 4906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


Lxasrary DisTarevtors 


New Orleans, 12 
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A Book Bound by 
NATIONAL OF GEORGIA 


THE SOUTH'S MOST MODERN LIBRARY BINDERY 
BUILT ON A FOUNDATION OF INTEGRITY AND PROMPT SERVICE. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY OF GEORGIA, INC 


2395 Peachtree Road, N.€E., Athtanta 





